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Campus is economic engine

Bill Heller
Vice President
and CEO
USF St. Petersburg

T ~''8F Uniuel'sity of
lJt
South Flol'ida
St. Peter:,·burg

It's been a wonderful 10 years
On July 12th I gave my last report
as CEO and VP of USF St. Petersburg
to the Campus Board. In that report I
provided an accounting of what we,
you and I, have accomplished together
over the past 10 years. It is truly
amazing what we've been able to do
and we have indeed established a
tremendous fotmdation for the future
of the campus.
Our major accomplishments are
even more amazing when one considers that we often accomplished these
with very limited resources. (Please
see back page for list of accomplishments.)
Together we've been a great team
and I am very appreciative of all the
support you've given me. Your efforts,
along with that of a caring and supportive community, have truly placed
this campus at the threshold for
tmbelievable growth. You are the
heart of this campus and provide it a
very special personality that everyone
of us and om students enjoy.
Thanks, too, to the efforts of a very
supportive legislative delegation, we
now have a budget I could only dream
of a few short years ago. And our
partnerships with the City, our
Bayboro District neighbors, the Florida
Humanities Cotmcil, the YWCA,
See HELLER on back page

USF St. Petersburg represents
a powerful economic engine for St.
Petersburg, Pinellas Cow'lty and
the Tampa Bay region, a new
economic impact study has found.
The study found the campus
represents a $78 million economic
impact and forecasts that impact
could increase to $170 million
annually by 2012. By adding new
spending attributed mainly to
.i ncreased enrollment, residential
students and visitors, the direct
economic impact of USF St.
Petersburg could easily reach
nearly $200 million in 10 years.
"This study confirms that USF
St. Petersburg is a major player in
the commtmity economically and
has a long reach," said Vice
President Bill Heller. "Om reach
will only get longer and stronger
as the years go on."
Data developed by the stud y
fotmd:
• USF St. Petersburg and its
seven affiliated organizations*
employ 1,302 workers with a total
payroll exceeding $48 million.
That means the campus is one of
the largest employers in downtown St. Petersburg, larger even
than companies such as Bankers
Insurance and Franklin Templeton.
In 10 years, the number of employees is projected to nearly double,
to 2,519, with payroll of more than
$108 million.
• In 2002, the tmiversity will
spend approximately $28 million
with nearly 3,000 merchants and
vendors. Most of that money$22.5 million- will be spent
See ECONOMIC on page 3

Historic film is crowd pleaser
"G reat." "Fantastic." "Cool."
Those are a few of the words of praise
by viewers of film footage recently
acquired by USF St. Petersburg that
provides a vivid glimpse into St.
Petersburg's past.
The 18 minutes of film was shot
about 1929 by New York engineer
John Jordan with a 16mm camera
during one of his regular trips to
Pinellas County. Recently d iscovered
in Colorado, the film was donated to
the Poynter Library by Jordan's
da ugh ter-i.n-law.
Restored and transferred to
videotape, the film drew raves and
reminiscences from native and transplant St. Petersburg residents after
four showings on May 22 and 23 drew
large crowds to Davis 130.
"I loved it," said Peggy Phillips,
who was born in St. Petersburg in
J 932. "Everything on there looked so
fatniliar."
Even those who have lived in the
area form uch less time found something to enjoy. 'Tve seen the history
and looked at as many old photographs as you can, but seeing it on
film adds a new dimension. You get a
feeling of what's going on there," said
Chris Padow, 33, who has lived in the
area for 10 years.
During the film, Jim Schnur,
assistant librarian for special collec-

tions, provided commentary. He noted
that at the time the film was taken, St.
Petersburg's population was about
49,000 but during the winter season
could swell to 150,000. The state's real
estate boom had gone bust just a few
years before, Schnur noted, and the
stock market had not yet crashed; the
six banks in town had deposits of less
than $20 million.
Regardless, the city "was going
through an incredible adolescent
growth spw·t." The film, he sa id,
shows "an image of a city that is on
the move." Local libraries had less
than 25,000 volumes, but the city had
50 churches and 100 h otels with a total
of about 6,000 rooms.
Jordan captured on film some
things that no longer exist, such as the
St. Petersburg Alligator and Ostrich
Farm which was located at 3600 6th St.
S., and the Million Dollar Pier. However, Schnur noted that some scenes in
tl1e movie "look quite familiar except
that there were a lot fewer cars" - the
octagonal brick sidewalks downtown,
the Gulfport Casino and the Jungle
and Rolyat hotels (now Admiral
Farragut Academy and Stetson
College of Law).
"I thought it was fabulous," said
Michele Richardson, 34, who moved
h ere from Texas about 12 years ago. "It
really was amazing to see the town
before it was traffic lights and condos."

More than
100,000 people

came to USF
St. Petersburg
and the City's
Port to view
the tall sl1ips in
late June. The
vast majority of
spectators
loved the event,
which may
become an
am mal festival.
Here, visitors
got a sneak
preview before
the formal
opening.
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USF President Judy Genshaft
introduced lnterim Campus Executive
Officer Ralph Wilcox to the USFSP
contmwlity in late June. Wilcox
formally begins his position Sept. 1.
Meals on Wheels takes off
Some 15 faculty, staff and students
at USF St. Petersburg spent the
summer delivering hot meals to those
who otherwise might not eat right.
Through the Meals on Wheels
program, the volw1teers participated
in the university's first foray into
recurring long-term volunteerism.
While as many as 300 campus volunteers work on community service
projects throughout the yem~ com·dinator Barry McDowell notes that Meals
on Wheels reguires continuing weekly
commitment.
Volunteers begin their work about
11 a.m., picking up coolers filled with
meals assembled by Meals on Wheels
workers. They spend about an hour
driving a specific route, knocking on
doors and leaving trays. They're back
on campus in about 90 minutes.
Each volunteer is utilized one day
every other week. About 30 clients are
served by USF volunteers.
McDowell would like to have
enough volunteers to work one route
every day. "I think it will grow," he
says. "This has been a good trial
during the summer to see if we can
pull this off. I think we can."
Student Dorothy Zapal says the
three months she has delivered for
Meals on Wheels has caused a "deepening of my own life experience."
Polish-born Zapal says Americans
"don't bother with each other,"
resulting in a "barrier of isolation"
that creates many lonely people. Her
work with Meals on Wheels reminds
her that "there is never a substitute for
human contact."
- Buddy Baker

ECONOMIC from page 1

Facility built to last
complicates renovations
Enemy torpedoes were never
targeted at the Marine Science Lab, but
Jim Gaskill is quite sure the building
would have survived their blast.
That's unfortunate for him, because
the b uilding's dul'ability has complicated his job.
Gaskill, of Hennessy Construction
Services, is supervising renovation of
the bu ilding at the southern-most end
of USF St. Petersburg. Both floors at
the east and west ends of the building
are being taken down to be replaced
by a two-story solarium-style renovation.
The work is just one of several
remodeling projects under way across
campus to accommodate the growing
need for office and laboratory space.
Built in 1941, MSL was designed
for usc by the Coast Guard, apparently
to withstand military attack. The
second floor of the build ing is solid
concrete about a foot thick and
reinforced with l-inch s teel rods, said
Jolm Dickson, consh·uction manager
for USFSP who oversees all the
projects. The floor has been slow to
yield to repeated strikes from backhoe,
a sledgehammer and concrete saw.
When comple ted, offices will
occupy the west end. On the east end,
a conference room will fill the bottom
flom~ wi th offices on the second floor.
Other renovation projects
Thankfully, other projects on
campus haven' t been as troublesome.
Suites of offices for prospective deans
are being constructed on the second
floo rs of Bayboro and Coquina halls.
In Bayboro, a small classroom and an
aud iovisual lecture room on the west

A worker takes a sledge!Jammer to
MSL as part of its renovations.
side have been demolished. The
rooms are now a suite of offices for
the dean -yet to be named - of the
College of Arts and Sciences. The
suite includes offices for an associate
dean, administrative staff and a
workroom. A large lobby area with
recessed ceiling lights w ill greet
visitors. The demolished classroom
is being rebuilt in remaining space at
the intersection of two main corridors.
A similar suite of offices is being
constructed in Coquina Hall for the
new dean of the College of Business.
There, the corridor on the north
side of the second flom~ along with a
conference room and a classroom,
are being remodeled. Offices for the
College of Education were built last
s ummer in a group of four portable
buildings just east of Davis Hall.
In Bu.ilding One (the small
colonial-style building at the corner
of Fifth Aven ue South and Second
Street), the west side was renovated
to accommoda te new office space for
Parking Services employees.

- Buddy Baker
Poynter
Writer's Camp
students spent
tllree weeks
this summer at
USFSP. Here,
several
campers record
their impressiolls of
Bayboro
Harbor.

locally at more than 600 Tampa Bay
businesses. By 2012, total purchases are
p rojected to reach $62 million, with
about $47 million going to area businesses.
• Campus buildings and equipment
are valued at $205 million. (Compare
that to about $1 billion in investment in
downtown redevelopment.) Another
$43 million in construction is p latmed
over the next decade - the same
amount spent to bu ild the Baywalk
complex. At the ultimate build-out of
the campus, USF St. Petersburg's
anticipated cons truction totals up to an
additional $160 million.
•The inh·oduction of
on-campus student
housing and a resident
life program will be the
single most s ignilicant
factor in p ropelling the
future growth of USF St. Petersburg and
provide a new facet to its economic
impact. Residen t studen t spending is
estim ated at $6,000 per year for housing,
food, supplies, transportation and
entertainment. By 2012, as ma ny as
4,000 students could live in the downtown area, both on and off campus.
Together, they would generate $24
mill ion in spending. The increased
population of USF St. Petersburg
students will constitute a potent new
market opportunity for nearby downtown St. Petersburg businesses and
cultural institutions.
• Some 5,300 visitors will stay
overnight this year while conducting
business on campus - visiting and
prospective faculty, or conference
attendees- and spend $1 million while
they're here. By 2012, the study projects
the level of visitor spending will double.
Marti n J. Normile, special assistant
to Vice Presiden t Bill Heller, conducted
the s tudy. It focused on d irect economic
impact and did not attempt to track
economic dollar "mullipliers." All dollar
values arc given in 2000 values and are
not adjusted for inflation.
~,Affiliated organizations include
USF College of Marine Sciences, U.S.
Geological Survey, YWCA Family Village,
Floiida Humanities Council, Florida
Institute of Oceanography, Florida Marine
Research Institute, and the USF pediatrics
affiliation with All Children's Hospital.

HELLER from page 1
Socie ty for Ad vancem ent of Poynter
Library, Town and Gown, Pinellas
County Schools, Southw est Florida
Wate r Ma nagement Dis trict, Juvenile
Welfare Board, USF Alumni
Association's Pinellas County Chapter and so many others have enabled
us to do things our own resources
n ever would have permitted.
It also it appears that we will be
gaining the autonomies we've long
sought. We will be able to make
sound d ecisions about our programs,
faculty, budget, and facilities and be
more responsive to our constituents
- w hich of course are our students,
who are the real reason we're here.
Our students have been wonderful assets and have helped make the
campus thrive. They h ave helped
fund our b eautiful enh·ance features,
xeriscape d emons tration project and
our upcoming central law n redevelopment. O ur students are a very
sp ecial bunch and it's been my
extreme privilege to know them.
TOGETHER, we have opened the
door to a wonderful future for USF St.
Petersburg and I'm looking forward
to w alking through it together as one
of you.

New faces at FlO

Highlights of campus growth under Bill Heller's leadership
• Oversaw new developments
including the addition of lowerdi vision academic programming
(advancing the campus from serving
only juniors, seniors and graduate
students to a full , 4-year institution).
• Initiated the process to achieve
separate accreditation from the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.
• Expanded course and program
offerings so students now can take
their entire course load at USF St.
Petersburg and graduate on a timely
basis.
• Won approval for residence halls on
campus - a first for a USF regional
campus.
• Presided over the largest legislative
funding ever. Campus achieved close
to a 30 percent budget increase as a
result of 2002 legislati ve appropriations. This represents a milestone for
the campus and provides an opportunity for the university and the
campus to shape academic programs
for years to come.
• Fostered university/community
partnerships- Florida Humanities
Council , YWCA, All Children's
Hospital, USGS, Pinellas County
Schools, City of St. Petersburg,
Bayboro neighbors.
• Increased diversity among students
and faculty. Realized 20.5 percent
gain in minority recruitment. • • •

Faculty/ staff notes
New college directors named

Longtillle Florida Institute of
Oceanography staffers Bobby
Millender and Gene Olson (both
seated) retired recently; Randy
Maxson and Tom Worle now f ill
their positions.

Darryl Paulson, professor of
government, recently w as named
Directo r of the College of Arts and
Scien ces. Paulson previously served in
this ca pacity from 1989-2000.
This fall, Mark Wilson, professor
of economics, w ill take the reins of the
College of Business Administra tion
(current Director Warren DeBord is
considering retirement). Wilson is a
longtime COBA faculty m ember w h o
trans ferred to USFSP last yea r. He
mos t recently served on USFSP's
Campus Faculty COLmcil and agreed
to assume the directorship.

College of Ed gets literacy grant
Barbara Frye, education, received

•Expanded disability services.
• Implemented successful SAT prep
program for minorities, increasing
student SAT scores by an average of
100-plus points.
• Completed economic impact study
with projections to 20 12.
• Initiated and completed the revision of
the 1994-95 master plan for campus.
• Increased access to USFSP offerings
throughout Pinellas County by offering
as many as 10 off-campus sites.
• Increased student enrollment by 55
percent in the past fi ve years. Surpassed
FfE enrollment goals.
• Tripled enrollment in the Honors
Program in the past two years.
• Implemented 3 new degree programs.
• Nearly tripled the number of faculty
members (with new Fall hires).
• Developed responsive governance
infrastructure for the campus, establishing first A&P and US PS councils, as
well as a Vice President's Council.
• Spearheaded the Urban Initi ati ve.
• Implemented a SPC presence on
campus that now provides fo r approximately 500 students.
• Created an internal infrastructure that
perm its greater in put into campus
decision-making by all groups on
campus.
• Promoted the offe ring of Saturday
classes on campus.
• Increased external funding exponentially.
a $125,000 grant from Verizon Found ation to improve student achievement
in reading at three Pinellas County
elem entary sch ools.
The grant wi ll be used to implement two p rograms in the local
schools . At Lakewood Elementary
Sch ool, the grant will be used as p art
of the national Cen ter for th e Improvement of Early Reading Achievement
school reform effor t tha t helps arm
teachers at all grad e levels w ith better
strategies for teaching readin g.
The second program foc uses on
early intervention at the second-grad e
level a nd w ill be implemented at
Campbell Pa rk and Fairm ount Park
elementary schools as well as Lakewood .
Please email faculty and staff news to
usfpr@ya hoo.com

